Honorary Professor Colin D Butler
CURRICULUM VITAE (5 page summary)
Nationality: Australian
Country of birth: Australia

Formal academic qualifications

1984: Bach. Medical Sci. (Hons II1) University of Newcastle, NSW, Australia (neuroscience)
1987: Bachelor of Medicine, University of Newcastle, NSW, Australia

1990: Diploma Tropical Medicine & Hygiene, Royal College Physicians, London, U.K.

1997: MSc (Epidemiology), London School Hygiene & Tropical Medicine, Univ. London, U.K.
1998: Dip. Epidemiology, London School Hygiene & Tropical Medicine, Univ. London, U.K.
2002: Ph.D. Australian National University (ANU), Canberra, Australia (epidemiology and
population health).

Awards and prizes (selected)

2018: Tony McMichael Public Health Ecology and Environment Award, Public Health
Association of Australia

2009: “One of a 100 doctors for the planet” Association Santé Environnement France (French
Environmental Health Association) (co-recipient, one of 100)

2006: Zayed International Environment Prize (Scientific and/or Technological Achievement
in Environment) awarded collectively to the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment

2002: Borrie Prize (Australian Population Association)

1998: Best student submission (Australasian Epidemiological Association)

1985: Nobel Peace Prize International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War (IPPNW);
collective; I was then a student member of an IPPNW affiliate.

I have given 19 keynote presentations, 9 at international conferences, including at the 2™
ASEAN! conference on biodiversity and also at the Royal Society of Medicine, in London, UK;
also 6 keynote talks in parallel sessions and 2 in workshops.

Scientific Assessments

I have made (by invitation) substantial contributions to five international, multidisciplinary
scientific assessments: Millennium Ecosystem Assessment (2 working groups); Global Energy
Assessment; Special Programme for Tropical Diseases Research, Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) (5 report) and United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 6
Global Environmental Outlook. I am, also, sole author for a 70 page report for UNEP on the
origin of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Major Grants

2010: Future Fellowship (Australian Research Council) four years of independent research on
topic “Health and Sustainability: Australia in a global context”.

2026: Scientific and Technological Talent Recruitment Grant (National Science and Technology
Council of Taiwan) to bring me to Tzu Chi University, Taiwan for collaboration.
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Current appointments

Honorary Professor, National Centre for Epidemiology and Population Health link and Institute
for Climate, Energy & Disaster Solutions, Australian National University, Canberra, Australia
(November 1, 2018 — October 31, 2028)

Co-founder and Director, Benevolent Organisation for Development, Health and Insight
(BODHI) Australia (November 1989-current) link

Co-founder and Director BODHI (US) (July 1989-present)

Previous professional appointments (selected)

Visiting Professor, Institute of Religion and Humanities, Tzu Chi University, Hualien, Taiwan
(Feb 15 — June 30, 2026)

Professor of Public Health, University of Canberra (2015 —2016) (Level E)

Associate Professor, National Centre for Epidemiology and Population Health (NCEPH),
Australian National University (ANU) (2008 - 2012) (Level D)

Senior Research Fellow in Global Health, School of Health and Social Development, Deakin
University, Melbourne, Australia (2006 — 2007) (Level C)

Visiting Research Fellow, NCEPH, ANU (2005 - 2008)

Research Fellow in Epidemiology, NCEPH, ANU (Level B)

Post-doctoral Fellow, National Centre for Epidemiology and Population Health, Australian
National University (2002-2003)

General Medical Practitioner (vocationally registered), Tasmania (1988 - 2000)

Major written research outputs 293 (about 50% sole-authored or sole-edited, 20% first-
authored or first edited.)

Google Scholar: 17,373 citations; H index: 45 (1/07/26) link
Scopus: 4,919 citations for 169 publications listed, H-index 29 (1/07/26) link
Orcid: link

Edited Books

Butler C.D. and Higgs, K. Climate Change and Global Health. Primary, Secondary and
Tertiary Effects. CABI, 2" edition.

Butler C.D. (2016) Climate Change and Global Health. CABI, Wallingford, UK (softback)
Butler C.D., Dixon J., Capon A.G. (2015) Health of People, Places and Planet. Reflections
based on Tony McMichael’s four decades of contribution to epidemiological understanding,
ANU Press link

Butler C.D. (2014) Climate Change and Global Health. CABI, Wallingford, UK (hardback)
Dhammasami K., .. Butler C.D., and Peoples D.O. (2011) Buddhist Virtues in Socio-Economic
Development, Ayutthaya, Thailand: Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University

Journal articles, book chapters and letters (Selected from 294)

1. Butler, C.D. (2025) Eco-anxiety, climate change and the “bottom billion”: a plea for better
understanding BMJ Mental Health 28:1-3. Link

2. Butler, C.D. and Rao, M (2025) What “dose” of anxiety is needed to awaken transformative action
on climate change? BMJ, 388, q2584. Link
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https://researchportalplus.anu.edu.au/en/persons/colin-butler
https://www.bodhi-australia.com/
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=jCorRtoAAAAJ&hl=en
https://www.scopus.com/authid/detail.uri?authorId=35483225500
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2942-5294
https://press.anu.edu.au/publications/health-people-places-and-planet
http://www.cabi.org/bookshop/book/9781780642659
http://www.undv.org/books/Symposium2011_final.pdf
http://www.undv.org/books/Symposium2011_final.pdf
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/39819834/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/39794004/
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Butler, C.D. (2024) Grand (meta) challenges in planetary health: environmental, social and cognitive.
Frontiers in Public Health 12 137378 Link

Butler, C.D. (2024) Bioethics, climate change and civilization. J Climate Change Health:100329.
Link

Butler, C.D. (2022) Comparing and contrasting two United Nations Environment Programme reports
on COVID-19 Science in One Health 1, 100003. Link

. Van Helden, J., Butler, C.D., ef al. (2021) An appeal for an objective, open and transparent scientific

debate about the origin of SARS-CoV-2. Lancet 398, 1402-04. Link
Butler C.D., and Hanigan 1.C. (2019) Anthropogenic climate change and health in the Global South.

International Journal Tuberculosis Lung Disease 23: 1243-1252. Link

Butler C.D. (2019) Philanthrocapitalism: promoting global health but failing planetary health.
Challenges 10(1), 24. Link
Butler C.D. (2018) Climate change, health and existential risks to civilization: a comprehensive
review (1989-2013). Int J Envtl Research and Public Health, 15(10) 2286 Link
Butler C.D. (2018) Planetary Epidemiology: towards first principles. Current Environmental
Reports. 5(4) 418-29. Link
Butler C.D. (2017) Limits to growth, planetary boundaries and planetary health. Current Opinion in
Environmental Sustainability 25: 59-65. Link
Butler C.D: (2016) Planetary Overload, Limits to Growth and Health. Current Environmental
Health Reports 3(4): 360-69.
Butler C.D: (2016) Sounding the alarm: Health in the Anthropocene. International Journal of
Environmental Research and Public Health 13, 665. Link
Bowles D., Butler C.D. & Morisetti N. (2015) Climate change, conflict, and health. Journal of the
Royal Society of Medicine, 108 (10): 390-395. Link
Butler C.D. (2015) Revised hunger estimates accelerate apparent progress toward the MDG hunger
target. Global Food Security 5(6) 19-24. Link
McMichael A.J., Butler C.D., Dixon J. (2015) Climate change, food systems and population health
risks in their eco-social context. Public Health 129: 1361-68. Link
Black P.F., Butler C.D. (2014) ‘One Health’ in a world with climate change. Revue Scientifique et
Technique de L'Office International des Epizooties 33 (2), 465-73. Link
McMichael A.J., Zhou Z-N., .. Butler C.D. (editor) et al. (2013) Research Priorities for the
Environment, Agriculture and Infectious Diseases of Poverty. First report of the World Health
Organization/Special Program on Tropical Diseases Research Thematic Reference Group IV.
Technical Report 976 (125p+xiii) Link
Bowles D., Friel S., Butler C.D. (2014) Climate change and health in Earth’s future. Earth’s Future
2 (2) 60—-67. Link
Butler C.D., Weinstein P. (2013) The future of global health. Reasons for alarm and a call for
action. World Medical Journal 59(3) 82-90. Link
Butler C.D. (2012) Towards Buddhist economics, building on EF Schumacher. In G. Ricci (Ed.):
Transaction Publishers, Volume 5 Culture and Civilization, pp 119-160.
Butler C.D. (2012) Infectious disease emergence and global change: systemic thinking in a
shrinking world. Infectious Diseases of Poverty 1:e5 Link
Hanigan 1.C., Butler C.D., et al. (2012) Suicide and drought in New South Wales, Australia, 1970-
2007. Proceedings National Academy Sciences (USA) 109: 13950-55. Link
Jeggo M., Butler C.D., Fang J., Weinstein P., Daszak P. (2012) EcoHealth and the Influenza
A/H5NI1 dual use issue. EcoHealth 9: 1-3. Link
Butler C.D., Weinstein P. (2011) Global ecology, global health, ecohealth. EcoHealth 8(3): 253-4.
McMichael A.J. and Butler C.D. (2011) Promoting global population health while constraining the
environmental footprint. Annual Review of Public Health 32: 179-97. Link
Butler C.D. (2010) Climate change, crop yields and the future. SCN News 38 18-25.
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https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/public-health/articles/10.3389/fpubh.2024.1373787/full
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2667278224000324
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9635951/
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/piis0140-6736(21)02019-5/fulltext
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31931907/
https://www.mdpi.com/2078-1547/10/1/24
http://www.mdpi.com/journal/ijerph
https://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/15/10/2266
http://www.mdpi.com/journal/ijerph
http://www.mdpi.com/journal/ijerph
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s40572-018-0220-1
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1877343516300549
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC4962206/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC4622275/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S2211912415000139
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0033350614003229
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/25707177/
http://www.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/78129/1/WHO_TRS_976_eng.pdf
https://www.who.int/publications/b/31049
https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/2013EF000177
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/255682682_The_future_of_global_health_Reasons_for_alarm_and_a_call_for_action
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/257305326_Towards_Buddhist_economics_building_on_EF_Schumacher
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/23849217/
https://www.pnas.org/doi/full/10.1073/pnas.1112965109
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC7087623/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/21219161/
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Butler C.D. (2010) Lightening our carbon footprint: economics, norms and doctors. Medical Journal
of Australia 192:485-6. Link

Butler C.D., Harley D. (2010) Primary, secondary and tertiary effects of eco-climatic change: the
medical response. Postgraduate Medical Journal 86:230-34. Link

Butler C.D. (2010) The climate crisis, global health, and the medical response. World Medical
Journal 56(2):56-58.

Butler C.D. and McMichael A.J. (2010) Population health: where demography, environment and
equity converge. Journal of Public Health 32: 157-158. Link

Butler C.D. (2009) Without and within: science and the middle path. Journal of the International
Association of Buddhist Universities 2, 85-95. Link

Butler C.D. (2009) Food Security in the Asia-Pacific: Malthus, limits and environmental challenges.
Asia Pacific Journal of Clinical Nutrition 18(4) 577-584. Link

Butler C.D. (2009) Food Security in the Asia-Pacific: climate change, phosphorus, ozone and other
environmental challenges. Asia Pacific Journal Clinical Nutrition 18(4) 590-597. Link

Butler C.D. (2008): Environmental change, injustice and sustainability. Journal of Bioethical
Enquiry 5(1): 11-19. Link

McMichael A.J., Powles J., Butler C.D. and Uauy R. (2007) Food, livestock production, energy,
climate change and health. The Lancet 370: 1253-1263. Link

Butler C.D. and Oluoch-Kosura W. (2006): Linking future ecosystem services and future human
well-being. Ecology and Society 11(1): 30. Link

Butler C.D. (2005): Peering into the fog: ecologic change, human affairs and the future EcoHealth 2:
17-21. Link

McMichael A.J., Butler C.D., Folke C: (2003): New visions for addressing sustainability. Science
302: 1919-20. link

Butler C.D. (2000) Inequality, global change and the sustainability of civilization. Global Change
and Human Health 1(2): 156-172. Link

Butler C.D. (2000): Entrapment: global ecological and/or local demographic? Reflections upon
reading the BMJ's "six billion day" special issue. Ecosystem Health 6, 171-180. Link

Butler C.D. (1997) The consumption bomb. Medicine, Conflict and Survival 13: 209-18. Link

Butler C.D. (1994) Overpopulation, overconsumption and economics. Lancet 343: 582-4. Link
Butler, C.D. (2024) Climate change, food security and population health in the Anthropocene, In:
Encyclopaedia of the Anthropocene, 2™ edition; Editor: M.I. Goldstein, Elsevier, Amsterdam.
Butler, C.D. (2024) Biodiversita. Enciclopedia Italiana di Scienze, Lettere ed Arti. Rome, Italy:
Instituto Della Enciclopedia Italiana Fondata da Giovanni Treccani. pp. 167-73

Butler, C.D. (2024): Climate change and its “tertiary” effects: Thinking systemically in a world of
limits In C.D. Butler & K. Higgs (Eds.), Climate Change and Global Health: Primary, Secondary
and Tertiary Effects (Second ed.). Wallingford, UK., Boston USA: CABI pp 260-9. link

Butler, C.D. Climate change, global health and planetary health, ibid. pp 42-54.

Butler, C.D. Famine, hunger, food prices and climate change, ibid, pp: 270-85.

Butler, C.D. Inequality is driving us over a cliff. ibid, pp: 20-26.

Butler, C.D. Population, neoliberalism and "human carrying capacity", ibid, pp 125-41.
___Sexual and reproductive health and rights: The relevance of family planning, ibid, pp 125-41.
Butler, C.D., & Bowles, D.C. Climate change, migration and health., ibid, pp 286-303.

Butler, C.D., et al. Health, climate and challenges in Africa: 2024-2100. ibid, pp 378-94.

Butler, C.D., ef al. (2024). Climate change, conflict, complexity, and health. ibid, pp 304-15.
Butler, C.D. et al. Arboviruses, vectors, poverty and climate change., ibid, pp 202-18.

Butler, C.D. & Hanigan I.C. Global air pollution, fire, climate change, and health, ibid, pp 242-59.
Butler, C.D., et al. Climate change and global health: Developing a social vaccine to motivate
transformation. ibid, pp 496-509.

Butler, C.D., & Haryanto, B. Climate change and health in Indonesia, ibid, pp 435-44.

Butler C.D., et al., Occupational heat effects: a global health and economic threat, ibid, pp 166-77.
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https://www.mja.com.au/system/files/issues/192_09_030510/but10130_fm.pdf
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/20354046/
https://academic.oup.com/jpubhealth/article-abstract/32/2/157/1610885?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://www.undv.org/books/JIABU2009.pdf#page=94
https://www.airitilibrary.com/Article/Detail/09647058-200912-201306130013-201306130013-577-584
https://www.airitilibrary.com/Article/Detail/09647058-200912-201306130013-201306130013-590-597
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11673-008-9078-5
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0140673607612562
https://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol11/iss1/art30/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10393-004-0090-x#page-1
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/302/5652/1919
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1023/A:1010029222095#page-1
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1046/j.1526-0992.2000.006003171.x
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/9290328/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0140673694915261
https://www.cabidigitallibrary.org/doi/book/10.1079/9781800620025.0000

60. Butler, C.D. & McFarlane, R.A. One Health: from rinderpest to the threat of a four degree world.
ibid, pp 55-66.

61. Butler, C.D, & Rahaman, M. R. (2024). Climate change and health in South Asia, ibid, pp 405-18.

62. Butler, C.D., Warcham, S., & Harmer, A. (2024). Health activism and the challenge of planetary
change. In C.D. Butler & K. Higgs (Eds.), ibid, pp 484-95.

63. Butler, CD (2024) Climate change and human health: Primary, secondary, and tertiary effects. In:
Letcher, TM (ed) Living With Climate Change, Elsevier, Amsterdam, Netherlands. Link

64. Butler, C.D. (2022) Overpopulation: a century of debate that deserves re-examining. In: Saeverot, H.
(Editor.), Meeting the Challenges of Existential Threats through Educational Innovation: A Proposal
for an Expanded Curriculum; Routledge, Abingdon, UK. pp. 67-84. Link

65. Butler, CD (2021) Ecological ethics, planetary sustainability and global health. In: Benatar and
Brock (eds) Global Health: Ethical Challenges. 2nd edition, Cambridge: CUP, pp. 281-292.

66. Butler C.D. (2020) Planetary health. In: International Encyclopedia of Human Geography, 2nd
edition. vol. 10, Elsevier, Amsterdam, The Netherlands. pp. 153-157. Editor: Kobayashi, A. (Ed.)

67. Butler CD, Higgs K. (2018) Health, population, limits and the decline of nature. Sage Handbook of
Nature, Volume 3, Editor: T. Marsden, London, UK, Sage Reference, pp. 1122-1149.

68. Butler C.D., ef al., (2014) Mental health, cognition and the challenge of climate change. In: Climate
Change and Global Health, Editor: C.D. Butler, Wallingford, UK: CABI, pp 251-258.

69. Butler C.D. & McMichael A.J. (2013): Environmental health. In: Social Injustice and Public Health,
Eds: BS Levy, VW Sidel, Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press, 2" ed, pp 318-338.

70. Butler C.D. (2012) Population Trends and the Environment. Praeger Handbook of Environmental
Health. Editor: R. H. Friis, Westport, CT, USA: Praegar, pp 215-231. Link

71. Butler C.D., et al. (2012) Human Disease: Effects of Economic Development. In: Encyclopedia of
Life Sciences, Editor: J. Hillier, Chichester, UK: John Wiley & Sons;

72. Butler C.D. (2007): North and South, The. In: International Encyclopaedia of the Social Sciences,
Editor: A. Hedblad, New York, USA: MacMillan Reference USA, Vol 5:542-4.

73. Butler CD, Chambers R., Chopra K., Dasgupta P., Duraiappah A., et al. (2003): Ecosystems and
human well-being. In: Ecosystems and Human Well-being, Editor: Millennium Ecosystem
Assessment, Washington DC, USA: Island Press alphabetical author order, pp 71-84. link

74. Butler C.D., Kefford B.J. (2018) Climate change as a contributor to human conflict Nature 555:587.
link

Talks (Summary): 266 lectures and other forms of presentation, 225 invited, in 25 nations. Highlights:
WHO (joint audience from environmental health and reproductive health in 2013), a working group of
World Medical Association, prior to its climate change and health policy, adopted in 2009 as the Delhi
Declaration and a keynote address to the 2" ASEAN conference on biodiversity (2015).

Editorial positions (highlights)

2010-2013: Co-editor EcoHealth
2023 — 2024: Planetary health section editor, Frontiers of Public Health

Teaching experience

My father and maternal grandmother taught at schools (my father was a high school principal). Although
my academic experience has mainly been in research, at least 190 of the 225 invited lectures I have so far
given have included some students in the audience. I have also contributed to several short courses, the
intended audience of which is mostly PhD students. In addition I designed a Master’s course curriculum
on global health at Deakin University in 2005-6, and convened two courses on environmental health
which I designed and taught (2015-6) at the University of Canberra, Australia. I also taught a class at Tzu
Chi University in 2026. I have been primary supervisor for three completed research degree candidates
(two doctoral, one honours) and served on the formal supervisory panel for five others.
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https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/chapter/edited-volume/pii/B9780443185151000071
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/edit/10.4324/9781003019480/meeting-challenges-existential-threats-educational-innovation-herner-saeverot?refId=0f033c94-0979-4b6d-ae92-682492b91a82&context=ubx
https://dx.doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-08-102295-5.10413-5
http://www.cabi.org/bookshop/book/9781780642659
http://www.cabi.org/bookshop/book/9781780642659
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/social-injustice-and-public-health-9780199939220?cc=au&lang=en&
http://www.abc-clio.com/ABC-CLIOCorporate/product.aspx?pc=A3038C
http://www.abc-clio.com/ABC-CLIOCorporate/product.aspx?pc=A3038C
https://api.pageplace.de/preview/DT0400.9780313386015_A23550980/preview-9780313386015_A23550980.pdf
http://au.wiley.com/WileyCDA/Section/id-380369.html
http://au.wiley.com/WileyCDA/Section/id-380369.html
http://www.cengage.com/search/productOverview.do;jsessionid=0FB25269928F840741FCE01585D58D48?N=197+4294917622+4294921852+4294916919&Ntk=P_EPI&Ntt=1195668151722511439812555965163953578&Ntx=mode%2Bmatchallpartial&showMoreIds=6
http://www.millenniumassessment.org/en/index.html
http://www.millenniumassessment.org/en/index.html
https://www.unep.org/resources/report/ecosystem-and-human-well-being-framework-assessment
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-018-03795-0
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-declaration-of-delhi-on-health-and-climate-change/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-declaration-of-delhi-on-health-and-climate-change/
http://www.ecohealth.net/aboutus.php
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